


How will this guidebook help me prepare my family 
for the upcoming school year? 

This guide is designed to walk you through changes to the state’s math and English 

language arts TCAP tests. In the pages that follow, you will find details about when your 

student will take TCAP, when you will see their results, what supports will be available 

to every student, and what the test will look like. ur oal is to help you prepare your 

student to learn and su eed. 

If you have additional questions after reading the guidebook, please visit 

www.tn. ov T eady or talk with your student s teacher.
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T eady is ore than ust a new TCAP. t is a new way to assess what our students know and 

what we an do to help the  su eed in the uture. ust as we take our hildren to the do tor 

or their annual he k ups  T eady o ers parents  students  and tea hers with an a ade i  

he k up ea h year to ensure all students are ovin  orward  on tra k to raduate ro  hi h 

s hool  and prepared or su ess in postse ondary and the workpla e.

e ve in luded additional details in this uide to answer uestions about T eady and how it 

will i pa t your student this s hool year. ou an ind  ore in or ation on our website at 

tn. ov T eady.  

TNReady will 
provide us with 
more and better 
information about 
our students  
progress  

What is TNReady? 

T eady is the state s new and i proved TCAP test or ath and 

n lish lan ua e arts in rades . t will provide you better 

in or ation about your student s pro ress. The new T eady TCAP 

tests are desi ned to assess true student understandin  not ust 

basi  e ori ation and test takin  skills. T eady will easure 

students  understandin  o  our urrent state standards in n lish 

lan ua e arts and ath.
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ocial tudies
tudents will take a new and i proved TCAP so ial studies assess ent durin  the  

s hool year. The so ial studies test will be based on so ial studies standards i ple ented 

durin  the  s hool year. The new and i proved so ial studies TCAP will be taken usin  

the sa e online plat or  as T eady. This will enable students to et a iliar with one 

plat or  or all online state assess ents in ath  n lish lan ua e arts  and so ial studies.

i ilar to T eady  the so ial studies test will also in lude a writin  portion that re uires 

students to support their answers with eviden e ro  a readin  passa e s .

cience
The s ien e TCAP will look very si ilar to the test iven durin  the  s hool year. t will be 

ad inistered via paper and pen il durin  the  s hool year.
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How will questions on TNReady look different than 
questions on  TCAP ?   

T eady will test a deeper level o  knowled e than 

previous TCAP tests in ath and n lish lan ua e arts. 

n readin  and writin  students will read ro  passa es 

and provide so e written responses to support their 

answers. n ath  students will solve ulti step 

proble s  any without usin  a al ulator  to show 

what they know.

e know that tea hers use a o bination o  thin s like writin  assi n ents  pro e ts  

and ultiple hoi e uestions to easure student learnin  throu hout the year. n a 

si ilar way  T eady will  ive students a variety o  ways to show what they an do.  

In order to demonstrate the differences in test questions, on the following 
pages you will see a few side-by-side question comparisons between the 
previous TCAP tests and the new TNReady test.  The correct answers are 
indicated in orange.

TNReady will give 
students a variety 
of ways to show 
what they know 
and can do
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Grade 3 English language arts 
(Old) TCAP Example Question (New) TNReady Example Question 

Read this summary of the speech.  

(1) Matt was excited to play his first hockey

game.  (2) He felt scared and had trouble

focusing.  (3) Matt asked his parents for

advice.  (4) His coach made him feel better,

and he was able to play the game.

Which sentence does not belong in the 
summary? 

A. Sentence 1

B. Sentence 2

C. Sentence 3

D. Sentence 4

Place the details in the correct order that they 
happened in the passage. Order from 1-6. 
The entire passage is located in the last section of this 
guidebook called “Resources.” 

Students will drag and drop the choices into the correct order 
from 1-6 on the computer.  

A well-dressed man asked to see 

Mr. Jefferson. 

Mr. Jefferson refused to go back to the 

hotel. 

The landlord said he had no rooms. 

Men sat by the door of a hotel in 

Baltimore. 

A man covered in mud asked for a 

room at the hotel. 

The landlord apologized to 

Mr. Jefferson. 

Grade 3 Mathematics 
(Old) TCAP Example Question (New) TNReady Example Question 

Jennifer has 20 heart stickers. She separated 

these stickers into 2 equal groups. Which 

model best represents the number of heart 

stickers in each group?  

Lucas has 45 pencils. 

• He places the pencils into 5 groups, using all

the pencils.

• Each group has the same number of

pencils.

Part A  
Enter an equation that can be used to find the 

number of pencils, p, in each group. 

Part B 
Enter the number of pencils in each group. 

45 ÷ 5 = p 

9 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

5 

4 

1 

3 

6 

2 
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Grade 6 Mathematics 
(Old) TCAP Example Question (New) TNReady Example Question 

Danielle had $33.58. She spent $19.99 of this 
money on art supplies. How much money 
should Danielle have left? 

A. $53.57
B. $26.41
C. $14.58
D. $13.59

Leo and his friend went to the Burger Shack for 
dinner. The menu is shown below. 

Burgers & Hot Dogs Sides 
Hot dog — $1.50 
Chili dog — $2.25 

Hamburger — $2.85 
Cheeseburger — $3.15 

Fries — $0.85 
Onion rings — $1.65 

Fruit cup — $2.05 

Leo ordered 2 cheeseburgers and 2 fruit cups. 
What was the total cost? 

A. $2.20
B. $6.71
C. $9.80
D. $10.40
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Grade 7 English language arts 
(Old) TCAP Example Question (New) TNReady Example Question 

Read the passage titled “Somebody’s 
Daughter,” and answer the question below. 
The entire passage is located in the last section of 
this guidebook called “Resources.” 

The character of Papa is mainly revealed 
through 

A. what the author tells us.
. what other characters say about

him.
C. what he says.

. what he thinks.

Read the passage titled “Galileo and the Lamps,” and 
answer the questions below. The entire passage is 
located in the last section of this guidebook called 
Resources  

Part A 
ased on the passa e  how did seein  the la ps in the 
athedral in luen e alileo  

A. e dis overed a better ethod or li htin  the la ps.
. e be a e interested in s ien e or the irst ti e.

C. e noti ed an unusual property o  pendulu s.
. e learned how to atta h pendulu s to ti epie es.

Part 
ele t the se tion o  te t that best supports your answer 

in Part A. tudents will have options pre selected from the 
te t and will choose the correct one

ne evenin  when he was only ei hteen years old 
he was in the athedral at Pisa at about the ti e the 
la ps were li hted. The la ps  whi h burned only oil in 
those days  were hun  by lon  rods ro  the eilin . 

hen the la pli hter kno ked a ainst the  or the wind 
blew throu h the athedral  they would swin  ba k and 
orth like pendulu s. alileo noti ed this. Then he be an 

to study the  ore losely.
e saw that those whi h were hun  on rods o  the 

sa e len th swun  ba k and orth  or vibrated  in the 
sa e len th o  ti e. Those that were on the shorter rods 
vibrated u h aster than those on the lon er rods. As 

alileo wat hed the  swin in  to and ro he be a e 
u h interested. illions o  people had seen la ps 
ovin  in this sa e way  but not one had ever thou ht 

o  dis overin  any use ul a t onne ted with the 
pheno enon.
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Algebra high school  
(Old) TCAP Example Question (New) TNReady Example Question 

Which list shows the numbers arranged from 

greatest to least?  

A. √11, 4.1, 4.065, 2.5
B. 4.1, 4.065, √11, 2.5
C. √11, 4.065, 4.1, 2.5
D. 4.1, 4.065, 2.5, √11

A multiplication table is shown. Check each box in 

the table for which the product of the row and 

column e uals a rational number.  

√30 9.4 

� � � �

√30 � � � �

9.4 � � � �

 � � � �

Writing (high school) 
(Old) TCAP Example Question (New) TNReady Example Question 

The Supreme Court has ruled that random 

drug testing is constitutional for students who 

take part in sports or any other 

extracurricular activities. To further deter and 

prevent drug abuse, some are calling for 

the random drug testing of all students. 

rite an essay in whi h either  you support 
rando  dru  testin  o  all students or  you 
oppose rando  dru  testin  o  all students. 

Persuade the reader o  your essay to a ept 
your position. e end your opinion with 
spe i i  reasons and e a ples. 

tudents were not asked to read or use evidence 
from any te t s  for their essay  

Two passages will be provided to students to write 
their essay. oth passages are located in the last 
section of this guidebook called Resources  

Write an informational essay about how 

technology is aiding investigators who are 

searching for missing and stolen works of art and 

documents. Your essay must be based upon ideas, 

concepts, and information that can be determined 

through analysis of the two passages. 

Type your answer in the spa e provided. 
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English I (high school) 
(Old) TCAP Example Question (New) TNReady Example Question 

Read this sentence from Paragraph 3. 

When we reached the top of Angel’s Rest, we 

scaled huge boulders we walked out to the edge 

of the cliff and saw miles of the Columbia River 

and took pictures of each other with the river in 

the background. 

How should the underlined part be revised to 
correct this run-on sentence? 

A. huge boulders, we walked

B. huge boulders; we walked

C. huge, boulders we walked

D. huge boulders we; walked

The errors will be highlighted and students will choose the 
correct revision from the drop-down box. 

In order to be healthy, it’s important to have 

enough calcium in your diet. Calcium is a mineral 

that is absolutely essential to formed 

teeth, developing bones, and to make the 

skeletal system stronger in children,  

adolescents, and adults. Without enough 

calcium, children’s bones may not develop 

properly, while older people may have their 

bones become brittle. Human bones naturally 

become weaker over time. If people do not 

develop strong bones in youth and adulthood, 

their bones may become dangerously fragile as 

they age. 

Calcium is also necessary to stabilize the 

structure of cell membranes. On a cellular level, 

calcium provides the same kind of structural 

integrity that it does on a holistic level 

throughout the body in the skeletal system. 

Deficiencies in calcium threaten the body’s ability 

to transmit cellular signals, contract muscles 

normally, and the release of important 

hormones. In order to maintain normal function, 

the body releases calcium from bones into the 

bloodstream. This further weakens bone 

structure.  

Getting too little calcium can cause 

serious problems, however getting enough 

calcium is not a difficult undertaking. In addition 

to milk and cheese, calcium can be found in 

many foods; lentils, chickpeas, rice, oranges, and 

many kinds of nuts such as hazelnuts and 

almonds. Some kinds of fish also provide dietary 

calcium, including cod and trout. Even people 

who are lactose intolerant have a wide variety 

of dairy free-foods to choose from that will help 

them get enough calcium to maintain good 

health, both now and in the future. For those 

who are looking to supplement their dietary 

intake, calcium capsules are also an option. 

forming teeth, 

and making the 
skeletal system 
stronger 

older people’s 
bones may 
become brittle 

release important 
hormoes 

problems, however getting 

food: lentils, 

dairy-free foods 
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What kind of practice tools are available to help my 
student prepare for TNReady?  

hile the best preparation or T eady will be stron  

instru tion every day in the lassroo  we know that 

parents and tea hers need additional tools to prepare 

students or su ess. T eady pra ti e tools are now 

available online or parents  students  and tea hers.

arent ccess to ractice uestions
T eady pra ti e uestions are available to parents online at support. i ati e. o . ere 

you will ind pra ti e uestions or ath and n lish lan ua e arts by rade level. These 

pra ti e uestions also allow you to try out the built in support eatures like a hi hli her  

notepad  and answer eli inator that will be available to all students durin  the a tual 

T eady test. tudents and parents will re eive a ess to additional pra ti e uestions on 

the ite  sa pler in epte ber.

tem ampler 
The ite  sa pler provides a sample of every type of question that will be included on 

TNReady. n September 2015, students will ain access to the ite  sa pler  whi h allows 

them to practice with each question type.  The ite  sa pler is lo ated on a website called 

MICA that an be accessed online from any o puter  not ust the o puters at s hool  in 

order to pra ti e at ho e. 

ractice est 
Teachers will also have access to a practice test, which provides example questions for 

every standard that will be assessed on the test. Pra ti e tests will be available in ath and 

English language arts for every grade 3-11. The pra ti e test is lo ated on a website alled 

T and will be available to tea hers in epte ber. Tea hers will use the pra ti e test in 

lass to help your student be prepared or T eady.

The best preparation 
for TNReady is strong 
instruction every day
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Will my child spend more time testing this year than 
in the past? 

The total testin  ti e durin  the  s hool year will be si ilar to the total testin  ti e 

last year. The T eady test in ath and n lish lan ua e arts will be iven in two parts that 

are appro i ately  weeks apart. tudents will take the irst part in ebruary ar h and 

the se ond part in April ay. 

The raphs below show an overview o  how u h ti e your student spends takin  

state re uired tests in o parison to the total ti e they are in s hool. The harts on the 

ollowin  pa es show how u h ti e your student spent testin  in ea h rade on the 

 TCAP and how u h ti e your student will spend takin  tests  in ludin  T eady  

in the  s hool year.  
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Grade 
Levels 

Subjects 

cheduled Testing 
ime in inutes for 
tate e uired ests 

   
ncludes the new 

eady test

Grades 3-5 

English language Arts + Writing 226 290 
Math 83-92 135 

Science 95-104 95-104
Social Studies 92-104 130

Grades 6-8 

English language Arts + Writing  320 
Math 83 150 

Science 95 95
Social Studies 92 120

High School 

English I, II, and III + Writing * 240-360 350 
Math I, II, and III */** 120-240 210 

Biology  * 120-240 75 
Chemistry * 120-240 75 

U.S. History * 120-240 150
 All hi h s hool sub e ts were previously unti ed. These esti ates are based 

on s hool testin  s hedules.
i h s hool ath ourses will in lude either ath   and   Al ebra   

and eo etry ourse se uen e.  ither ourse se uen e has the sa e test 
ti e or T eady. 

Notes  
or all rades and sub e ts e ept or s ien e  the  TCAP in ludin  

T eady  will be iven in two parts at di erent ti es o  the year Part  and Part 
 and in any ases  ea h part o  the test is divided into two  shorter and 

e ual subtests. 

The esti ated ti e or T eady in ludes  per ent ore ti e per 
uestion than on the prior TCAP or n lish and ath. This ensures that all 

students have plenty o  ti e to answer ea h test uestion  while also keepin  
ea h T eady test short enou h to it into a s hool s re ular daily s hedule.  

ou will noti e a s all in rease in testin  ti e or rades  be ause students 
in rades  students will write two essays instead o  one essay like in 
previous years  durin  Part  o  n lish lan ua e arts. This is be ause one o  the 
essays will be s ored or your students report and the other essay will be used 
to in or  testin  desi n in uture years. Also  in order to easure riti al 
thinkin  and proble  solvin  skills  a Part  has been added to ath and so ial 
studies. 15



When will my child take TNReady?

Districts and schools have more flexibility than ever before to decide when students will 

take the test. Takin  tests online creates a lar er testing window fro  whi h schools and 

districts an choose from. This does not mean that your student will spend the entire testin  

window takin  tests. It does mean that districts have more flexibility to determine the actual 

dates for schools to ive the test. Since there are more options for testing dates, all schools 
in the district do not have to take the test on the same day.  

The ti eline below shows when parents and students will have a ess to pra ti e tools and 

when students will be in takin  the test. 
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How can I help my student get ready to take the test online? 

e know that in olle e  te hni al s hools  and in ost obs  

o uni ation is done ele troni ally. t is the way o  our world. 

e ust prepare students or their uture  whi h re uires o ort 

with te hnolo y. ith that in ind  T eady will be taken online.  

n oura e your student to be in usin  di ital devi es everyday in 

low stress situations. on t wait until testin  be ins to help your 

student learn how to use a laptop  tablet  or desktop o puter. 

e know that all Tennessee students don t have a ess to a o puter or the internet at 

ho e.  internet a ess is a hallen e at your ho e  we en oura e you to talk with your 

s hool prin ipal about options or allowin  your student to use a o puter a ter s hool 

hours. Also  we re o end that you ake ti e to visit a o puter lab at the publi  

library  o unity enter  and or pla e o  worship.

We must prepare 
students for their 
future  which requires 
comfort with 
technology
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What kind of testing tools will be available to help my 
student understand and access the material on the test? 

ro  the start  T eady has been desi ned to provide tools that will be available 

or all students. These tools will support students as they work throu h the test. There 

are three layers o  support available to every student that takes T eady. 

The ollowin  pa es show ase the testin  supports available to your student.
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When will I know how my  did on TNReady? 

Parents deserve detailed in or ation about what their students know and where they 

stru le  so they an ake in or ed de isions or their a ily. Parent reports will be 

redesi ned to provide ore and better in or ation about student per or an e on 

T eady and the s ien e and so ial studies TCAP. 

The report desi n will involve eedba k ro  tea hers and a ilies to ensure we are 

providin  use ul  lear in or ation on how students are eetin  e pe tations or olle e 

and areer readiness. The redesigned parent reports will do the ollowin : 

in e this is the irst year o  a new assess ent  student reports will be distributed a little 

later than in previous years. Parents will receive detailed information about their 
student s -  academic performance in fall .
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As students and tea hers rise to new e pe tations with the new test  we predi t that 

irst year test s ores will de line when o pared to urrent TCAP assess ents. 

Tennesseans have proven that students and tea hers respond ui kly to hi her 

e pe tations and new assess ents. e e pe t irst year results ro  T eady to set a 

new baseline to easure rapid pro ress in the years to o e.
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How will new standards in math and nglish 
language arts impact the TNReady test? 

ew and revised standards in ath and n lish lan ua e arts will be ully i ple ented in 

Tennessee lassroo s durin  the  s hool year. T eady is desi ned to easily adapt 

over ti e in order to easure new standards  there will not be a need or a new test. 

There ore  as the state s standards in ath and n lish lan ua e arts evolve  so will T eady.

Here s the ackstory 
urin  the  s hool year  Tennessee be an a standards review pro ess or ath and 

n lish lan ua e arts standards. This review pro ess allowed every Tennessean to provide 

o ents on any o  the  ath and n lish lan ua e arts standards in rades . 

All o  the eedba k was olle ted and is bein  reviewed by e pert Tennessee edu ators. 

ased on that eedba k  o ittees o  Tenneseeans  led by e pert edu ators  are revisin  

and i provin  the n lish lan ua e arts and ath standards. The new standards will be in 

lassroo s be innin  in the  s hool year.

23



2



25



TNReady: the state’s new and improved TCAP test in math and English language arts 

Item sampler: a small sampling of example test questions that represents each type of 

question the test will include (questions that ask students to cite evidence, questions that 

ask students to select more than one correct answer  etc.) 

Practice test: a bank of questions that represents each standard or academic expectation 

that will be assessed on the actual test 

Standards: what we expect students to know and be able to do by the end of a grade 

or school year 

MICA (Measurement Incorporated Classroom Assessment): the online testing platform or 

website where teachers and students can access the TNReady item sampler, including the tools 

that students will have access to on the actual test highlighter, answer eliminator  etc.) 

MIST (Measurement Incorporated Secure Testing): the online testing platform or website 

where students will take the actual TNReady test; teachers and students will also be able to 

access a TNReady practice test for each grade and subject on MIST; the practice test will 

include the tools that students will have access to on the actual test (highlighter, answer 

eliminator  etc.) 

Testing supports  tools to support all students as they answer test uestions hi hli hter  

s rat h paper  answer eli inator  et .  these tools do not han e the uestions or ontent 

that is bein  assessed   

Testing window: the window of dates in which districts can choose to administer the TCAP; 

students only spend a portion of the testing window actually taking the test 

Seat time: the amount of time students spend actually taking a test 

Reporting: how we share details about student performance on TCAP 
26



9 our student s teacher is always the best resource for questions about TNReady.

9 The following websites are recommended for preparing for and staying up-to-date

ebsite with T eady pra ti e uestions:
http: support. i ati e. o

Tennessee epart ent o  du ation s webpa e o used on T eady in or ation and
resour es:
http: tn. ov tnready

Tennessee epart ent o  du ation s website se tion with details about a ade i
standards or all sub e ts and rade levels:
https: www.tn. ov edu ation topi a ade i standards

Tennessee epart ent o  du ation s blo  site  whi h eatures tea her perspe tives
and inspirin  stories:
http: tn lassroo hroni les.or

Tennessee epart ent o  du ation s Twitter a ount:
https: twitter. o T edu

9 mail TNReady questions to TNReady. uestions tn.gov.

9 The final pages of this guidebook include the passages referenced in the side-by-side

n the pa es that ollow  you will ind the ull readin  passa es or the rade  n lish
lan ua e arts T eady e a ple uestion  the rade  n lish lan ua e arts old TCAP

uestion  and the hi h s hool T eady writin  pro pt.

27
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comparison of TNReady and TCAP questions.
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Somebody’s Daughter 

1 Lizzie surveyed the display window with satisfaction; ladies’ hats in every color adorned 
every inch of the window like a field of wildflowers. Papa frowned, inclined his head, and 
questioned, “The entire window, Lizzie?” 

2 Lizzie nodded her head eagerly. “The entire window, Papa,” she replied decidedly. “I’m 
convinced that many ladies come to town completely unaware of what we have to offer them. 
They’re going to need our wonderful hats to shield themselves from the blazing sun.” 

3 From the corner of her eye, Lizzie glimpsed the hint of a smile that slowly expanded 
across her father’s usually serious face. As it spread, it lifted his precisely trimmed mustache and 
beard and even caused the corners of his eyes to crinkle. “We could attract record numbers of 
customers by distributing our store fliers at meeting places where visitors would be most likely to 
see them,” Lizzie suggested. 

4 The smile quickly disappeared from Papa’s face as he led Lizzie back into the store. “I’ve 
cautioned you several times to avoid those meeting places. Trouble is brewing, and I want you far 
away from it,” he said sternly. 

5 Papa was not a person with whom one argued. Lizzie obediently nodded and returned to 
her work behind the counter. Secretly, Lizzie believed that a woman’s right to vote was a decision 
that should stir up a little trouble, but she would respect her father’s wishes. 

6 Throughout the day, a seemingly endless stream of customers intent on buying hats 
moved through the store; Lizzie was attentive and friendly to all. By dusk, she was exhausted. 
Lizzie straightened the displays, swept the floor, and then approached her father’s office. As she 
entered the room, Papa looked up from the stack of sales slips on his desk and said, “Excellent 
display of hats, Lizzie. This has been a fantastic day for sales; in fact, it is the best day of sales 
we’ve had in months. You’ve got a good mind for business.” 

7 Papa’s sincere compliment caused Lizzie to forget her exhaustion. She walked 
energetically to the hat rack in the corner and grabbed Papa’s hat while he closed his books. As 
Papa walked over to lock the front door of the shop, Lizzie’s friend Helen rushed inside. “Did you 
hear the news?” Helen asked excitedly. “The Tennessee General Assembly is going to vote on the 
19th Amendment tomorrow! My mother is taking me to Capitol Hill for the vote. Come with us, 
Lizzie!” 

8 Lizzie turned to Papa. “Please,” she begged. 

9 Papa’s eyes narrowed and his mustache twitched before he spoke. “Helen, please let your 
mother know that Lizzie won’t be able to join you. There are plenty of angry people on both sides 
of this argument. Capitol Hill will be no place for ladies.” 

10 As Lizzie and Papa walked home in total silence, Lizzie felt her anger bubbling to the 
surface. When they reached the house, she could no longer restrain herself. “Don’t you want me 
to be able to vote someday, Papa? You said I had a good mind for business. Don’t you think I 
should be able to vote when I get older?” 
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11 Papa sighed and then looked Lizzie squarely in the eyes. “It’s my job to protect you,” he 
explained gently and earnestly. “Right now, I’m trying to keep trouble and disappointment at a 
distance. It’s 1920, Lizzie, and most people just aren’t prepared for this change.” 

12 Lizzie tried to hold back the tears that filled her eyes. Then, she turned and retreated to 
her room, shaking her head the whole way. 

13 Later that evening, Lizzie came out of her room and paused by Papa’s chair to say good 
night. “You never answered my question,” she began hesitantly. “Don’t you think I should be 
able to vote someday? Don’t you think I should have a say in how decisions are made in our 
country?” 

14 Papa looked serious, cleared his throat, and answered thoughtfully, “Of course you 
should be able to vote, and I want you to have the right to vote someday, but those ladies going to 
Capitol Hill aren’t my daughters.” 

15 “No, they aren’t,” Lizzie agreed. Then she added softly, “But each one of them is 
somebody’s daughter.” 

16 The next morning, Papa was unusually silent. After breakfast he announced, “Put on your 
best dress, Lizzie, because we’re going to Capitol Hill.” He quickly added, “Don’t get your hopes 
up, though. I don’t think the amendment will pass, but you’re right; every one of those ladies is 
somebody’s daughter, and each one should have a papa in her corner.” 

17 Lizzie hugged Papa and then rushed to get ready. When they arrived at the Tennessee 
General Assembly building, the large crowd was moving toward the doors. Lizzie got caught in 
the flood of people. Although she reached for Papa’s hand, the distance between them grew 
wider. Moments later, Lizzie grasped the railing of the balcony. Looking down, she saw the 
politicians sitting side by side. As each name was called, a representative stood and cast his vote. 
The thrill of this moment was like a tornado swirling around in Lizzie’s stomach. In the 
excitement, she forgot about Papa and concentrated on the activities below. When the last 
politician stood up and cast an “aye” vote, a great roar swelled in the gallery. The amendment 
would pass! Lizzie turned around, and she was grateful to find Papa standing beside her. He 
leaned down and whispered in her ear, “This is a proud day for Tennessee and for all of 
America’s daughters.” 
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